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“Even those who disagree with [Davis’s] conclusions will find this a splendid contribution to a
more civil public conversation.”
—J. PHILIP WOGAMAN, EMERITUS, WESLEY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY AND AUTHOR OF MORAL DILEMMAS

“A gentle and penetrating reminder of the role that religion can play in helping us think through
deep problems.”
—BILL MCKIBBEN, AUTHOR OF EAARTH: MAKING A LIFE ON A TOUGH NEW PLANET

“This broad-minded, intelligent, and healing book will be must reading for all who are interested
in finding common ground amidst our nation’s divisive political, cultural, and religious conflicts.”
—DAVID P. GUSHEE, DISTINGUISHED UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR OF CHRISTIAN ETHICS, MERCER UNIVERSITY,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

“Davis combines just the right amount of accessibility, historical knowledge, and depth to make
this book an excellent and significant contribution to the cavernous collection of literature on
religion and public debate.”
—ELIZABETH HINSON-HASTY, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF THEQLOGY, BELLARMINE UNIVERSITY AND COEDITOR OF
70 DO JUSTICE: A GUIDE FOR PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANS

From “the big four” (abortion, homosexuality, euthanasia, and stem-cell research) to war,
poverty, and the environment, this timely book considers religion’s impact on moral
debates in America’s past and present. James Calvin Davis argues for religion’s potential
to enrich both the content and the civility of public conversation.

This book will interest all concerned citizens yearning for more careful thinking about
the role of religion in public debate.
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