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Hurricane Irene — Reports
from Our Brothers and Sisters

From phone conversations with Bebb Stone, interim pastor of the
United Presbyterian Church of Schoharie:

The village has been devastated. Many members’ homes, the church
and the manse were flooded up to the second floor level. Bebb has put
out a plea to anyone who can help with immediate cleanup efforts.
The church, manse, Christian education building and their contents are
all covered in mud and muck. Bebb is staying with a member of the
congregation whose house is on higher ground, and many in the area
have opened their homes to neighbors and friends who have lost eve-
rything. It has been very difficult to be in touch with one another as
cell phone service has been compromised, and land lines and internet
are down, but slowly they are connecting with one another. Members of the congregation met for prayer on Tues-
day evening at one member’s home and will be worshiping in another member’s home this Sunday.
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From Greg and Becky Town, pastors of the Jewett Presbyterian
Church and the Prattsville Reformed Church:

Greg and I are safe, as is Karissa and our Pug, (and our baby on the
way too). We are currently staying with church members from the
Reformed Church. The first floor of the parsonage as well as our of-
fice are a total loss. However, the second floor is fine--so we have
clothing! Praising God for these little mercies that feel HUGE.

We are unable to get to the church in Jewett, but we believe that it is
fine. It sits up on the mountain and may have some water in the base-
ment from the rains, but did not suffer from flooding or wind damage. We are unable to be in touch with many of
our congregants because phones are out and bridges are destroyed. We believe that all of our "Presbyterian" mem-
bers are safe and their houses are secure.

Jewett's sister church, Prattsville Reformed, is badly damaged. The organ is destroyed, the pews are destroyed,
and the fellowship hall there is gone. This means that the Head Start will not be able to meet there next week, but
we've been in discussion with Greene County about options for those children. Since 2/3 of the homes on the main
street in Prattsville were destroyed, a few of our Reformed church members lost everything. We are busy working
with the RCA to help them out. We pray that you all are safe! We are incredibly thankful for your prayers.




From phone conversation with Bob Kendall, lay pastor of the Breakabeen — North Blenheim Church:
They believe that the Breakabeen building, where they worship, is un-
harmed, but have been unable to reach it. The two buildings at North Blen-
heim were badly damaged, and tenants in one of the buildings had to be
rescued as the river rose too fast for them to evacuate. Many homes in the
Middleburg, Breakabeen area have been flooded, but Bob is not yet sure
about which members have been affected, as communication is very diffi-

cult.
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From Donna Frischknecht-Jackson, pastor of the First United Presbyterian
Church in Salem:

It came as no surprise to us that First United's basement sustained water
damage. Flooded cellars are a given in the village of Salem—and we ex-
pected to see some water downstairs as the rain fell. What we weren't ex-
pecting was one of our sump pumps giving out during the afternoon/evening, leaving us with about three feet of wa-
ter in our cellar. The good news is that Irene’s waters in our cellar were just more confirmation that we needed to
embrace the future and seek renovating, redesigning, reconfiguring...even the possibility of building something new
to serve this community.

The bad news is the damage done to Salem Food Pantry which is housed in First United’s cellar. The water has de-
stroyed several freezers and food. The damage has been great but the storm clouds are gone, the sun is shining and
there is always hope because we worship and serve a God of new beginnings that always seem to come out of trials.
It’s not just about cleaning up, it’s about trusting God and getting ready for the next exciting step He has for us here
at First United and this community we love. And so...join us in prayer...
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From the Presbytery staff:

A call has already gone out to any work groups or individuals who are able and willing to help with clean up in
Schoharie. The Presbytery office will send out more bulletins, requests, and alerts as soon as we receive them. A
team from Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is coming to Albany Presbytery early next week, and has already been in
touch with the Presbytery office. We have put in an initial request for two $10,000 grants, one for Breakabeen, and
one for Schoharie. We will ask for more help as we determine specific needs. Many thanks to those who have been
pro-active in offering help and prayer! This is going to be a long journey of recovery, and we will walk right beside
our brothers and sisters who have had their lives turned upside down. May the God of hope and resurrection be with
them day in and day out as the next days and weeks unfold.

NETWORKING TO HELP
VICTIMS OF HURRICANE IRENEKE

The New York State Council of Churches has been a part of the NY Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
(NYVOAD) since the days of the icestorm in the North Country in the 90s. We have seldom been called on to alert
our networks but since Hurricane Irene we are now called upon to do so with a specific request:

Those who intend to aid in response and recovery to the flooding caused by Hurricane Irene -- please connect with

Nicholas Croce

American Red Cross Community Partnerships & New York VOAD

Ce” (585) 902-8884 -- new york state COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
nyvoad.org

If NYVOAD is aware of your efforts, it can connect you with others and share information about available resources.




The Road Show is coming to a church near you!

Best Practice:

Workshops:

Best Practice:

Workshops:

Best Practice:
Workshops:

COMING UP.....

Al h | ny Presby‘m[y > Over three weekends this fall congregations are hosting a number of workshops and
- conversations in locations all around the presbytery. We encourage you to advertise

the offerings that appeal to you, meet a particular need, or peak your curiosity.
The schedule will be simple, and each event will be two hours long.
15 minute opening worship
60 minute workshops
20-30 minutes sharing of Best Practices by the host or a nearby congregation
15 minute closing worship
Here is the full schedule for the first weekend in October, the 15™ — the 17", and an out-
line of the other two weekends, one in October and one in November. Anything in paren-
theses is not yet fully confirmed. More details will be sent out in mid-September.

Saturday, October 15 9 — 11 AM First United Church, Salem

The Salem church will share how they have grown their children’s ministry and their
outreach to the community

Unbinding the Gospel, led by Tim Coombs — an exploration of how we in the main line
church can recover our passionate spirituality and therefore witness to the gospel
effectively

Coaching, led by Chris Garrison — how coaching can help individual church leaders or
Sessions to envision and implement your ministry

Grants and Buildings, led by Cass Shaw — information about grants and loans available
to you for ministry; and options for effective stewardship of our buildings and property.
How can we care for the buildings we love, without draining our energy and resources?

Sunday, October 16 4 — 6 PM United Church, Amsterdam

(The Amsterdam church will share how they are transforming their worship services
and their life together.)

Introducing Change, led by Dennis Dewey, a pastor, storyteller, and COM Chair in Utica
Presbytery — how to gently introduce change as a positive experience for all

Social Media, led by Michael Massey, elder at Trinity Church in Scotia — how social
media can enhance your ministry and help you connect with your young people and the
wider community

Faith Development for Adults, led by (TBA) — How to build effective ministries and
programs that foster a deeper faith and understanding among adult members

Church Treasurers, led by Bill Ramage, Financial Manager — Bill will give an orientation
and share best practices for treasurers

Monday, October 17 7—9 PM Brunswick Church, Troy

The Brunswick church will share how they empower and equip members for ministry
Music in Small Churches, led by Barrett Germain and Don Wheeler, Elders in Scotia —
experienced guidance in building a dynamic music program in a small church

setting.

Empowering Congregational Leaders, led by Harry Heintz — how to build and support a
powerful team of lay leaders for effective, shared ministry

Unbinding the Gospel,— an exploration of how we in the main line church can recover
our passionate spirituality and therefore witness to the gospel effectively

Legacy, Gifts and Endowments, led by Lee Beckhusen, of the Presbyterian Foundation —
Lee will give us effective strategies and great resources for managing endowments and
encouraging legacy gifts and development of a deep, long term donor base.

Saturday, October 22 — at the First Presbyterian Church of Johnstown:
Best Practice: The Johnstown Church will share how they promote great stewardship
Workshops: Unbinding the Gospel, Grants & Buildings, Church Treasurers

Sunday, October 23 — at Hamilton Union Church, Guilderland:

Best Practice — the Hamilton Union Church will share their struggles and successes in
Christian Education and reaching out to young families

Workshops: Coaching, Spiritual Formation, Social Media



_ \/‘-‘ \4\‘ Monday, October 24 — at First Presbyterian Church of Glens Falls:
Albuny Preshytery ‘ (Best Practice — the Bay Road church will share their ministry through Emergency Response)
Workshops — Faith Education for Adults, Introducing Change Effectively,
RU AD Unbinding the Gospel

Saturday, November 19 — at Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany:
Best Practice — Westminster Church will share how they have developed a

multicultural ministry here in Albany and forged a deep partnership with the

Presbyterian Church in Ghana

Workshops — Faith Education for Children, Unbinding the Gospel, Grants and Buildings

(SHOW)

Sunday, November 20 — at First Presbyterian Church of Corinth:
Best Practice — Corinth members will share how they have developed a robust mission
ministry

Workshops — Mission Trips, Grants and Buildings, Media in Worship, Church
Treasurers, Clerks

Monday, November 21 — at West Charlton Presbyterian Church:
(Best Practice — West Charlton will share on ....)
Workshops — Coaching, Faith Education for Adults, Media in Worship

2012
Presbyterian

Mission Yearbook
for Prayer & Study

The Presbyterian Mission Yearbook for Prayer & Study, the denomination’s daily mis-
sion devotional, features stories from around the corner and around the globe. Thou-
sands of Presbyterians use it every day to learn about other ministries, to be encour-

The stories in the 2012 Presbyterian Mission Yearbook were gathered around the prayer of Paul for the Co-
lossians, that these faithful brothers and sisters would bear fruit and grow in the knowledge of God (1:10).

For the greatest savings, we will combine our order with yours. Please provides us your
name, church and how many copies you would like. You can save at least 13% with an order
of (10) books at $13.50 per book. Please note that there will be an additional shipping
charge for each order. If you would like to order on your own, please call the Presbyterian
Distribution Services at (800) 524-2612. Or online through www.pcusa.org/order-yearbook

Friday, September 23 to Sunday, September 25

Christ the King Center, Greenwich, NY
Arrive by dinner or as soon as you can!
Download the registration materials at

YAP Canoe/Kayak
Weekend

http://www.albanypresbytery.org/yap.html




AP TAIZE TRIP

By Tim Coombs, Contract Staff, Congregational Health
& Transformation

Back in July seven youth and young adults (age 17-20)
joined Tim Coombs, Jeannie Herzog and Brooke Newell
on the Youth of Albany Presbytery’s (YAP) trip to the
Taize Community in France. At Taize we joined with
3,000 others, most of them young adults, who came from
upwards of 60 countries from all over the world, for an
intense and profound week of worship, prayer, Bible
study, and fellowship as only Taize can do.

Brother Emile, who addressed our group said in a most
understated way, “There are two things we do well here
at Taize. First, we provide a space for young people to
figure out who they are and what they believe. Second,
we sing pretty well.”

Days at Taize revolve around morning, afternoon, and
evening worship, which combine the songs, scripture,
prayers, and lengthy silence instead of a sermon. Once
you get in the routine of the community, the worship gets
under your skin and into your heart, and as soon as one
experience ends you are looking forward to the next. In
addition to the worship, Bible study, small groups, and
even participating in chores that help the community
round out the experience.

Though many have sung Taize music and even partici-
pated in services that try to replicate that community’s
worship, nothing can compare with this homegrown ex-
perience, as thousands joining in the songs with lyrics in

different languages. Evening worship would last until the
last few grew tired of singing, often lasting two hours
beyond the formal end.

A favorite memory was the large group Bible Study,
which was led by a Brother in English, but every sen-

tence or two had to be translated by volunteers in all the
other languages represented. Every minute or two we had
an experience of Pentecost. In fact, dorms were assigned
regardless of language, which was made for some fun
communication!

The young adults who attended the trip, lan Cary, Kyle
Coombs, Brooke Herzog, Olivia Orth, Rachel Kerr, Jas-
mine Pagan, and Amanda Woodman, will share about
their experience through a video at the September Pres-
bytery meeting.

Their experience was so powerful that once the week
ended and we were spending two days in Paris before
returning home, all these young people admitted that they
would prefer to leave the city behind and returned to the
little French village for just a little longer!

This trip marks what we hope to be the first of what we
hope will be a series of summer international trips. This
coming summer we are working with the Guatemala
Task Force and New Castle Presbytery on a combined
youth convention and mission trip to the Mam Presby-
tery. The trip is planned for late June, early July. Watch
for details. We also hope to return to Taize in the summer
of 2013.




Below is a list of the grant programs, and which committee or task
force administers each one. There is more information on our web-
site, along with application forms and guidelines. There are also
grants and loans available through the Synod of the Northeast
(www.synodne.org) and General Assembly (www.pcusa.org).

CHURCH RECONCILIATION FUND - This fund is administered by the
Committee on Ministry. It provides assistance in securing consultants or
resource persons to work with churches when there is a serious conflict in
a pastor/parish relationship.

DISCRETIONARY FUND — This Fund is administered by the Committee on Ministry for meeting emergency
and confidential needs of clergy and congregations of Albany Presbytery

LOCAL CHURCH INIATIVES — This fund is administered by the Presbytery Council. Grants are available for
congregations who want to apply the gospel to the issues of peace and justice with which their neighbors
struggle, through a process of talking to neighbors and community leaders.

MEDICAL REIMBURSEMENT FUNDS - Active members of Albany Presbytery, unable to pay medical costs
due to financial difficulties, should contact the General Presbyter, the Committee on Ministry Chair and/or our
Board of Pensions liaison for help in evaluating their situation. When appropriate, grants will be given to offset
medical expenses. There are monies available from Albany Presbytery and also through the Shared Grants
program of the Board of Pensions.

NEW INIATIVES FUND — This fund is administered by the Presbytery Council. Grants are given to congre-
gations which seek to make innovative responses to identified issues.

PEACEMAKING FUND — This fund is administered by the Presbytery Council, and comes from the Peace-
making Offering. Grants are given to support the efforts of congregations or individuals to live out a deeper
commitment to peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God.

PENSIONS AND MINISTERIAL ASSISTANCE FUND - This fund is administered by the Committee on Minis-
try. It was established to assist pastors in financial distress due to medical treatment not covered by medical
insurance.

RURAL INIATIVES FUND - This fund is administered by the Presbytery Council. It is designed to help
churches in more sparsely populated areas find new and creative ways to engage their communities in minis-

try.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR YOUTH EVENTS OR CAMPING - This fund, which now includes monies from
the Jerry McKinney Fund, is administered by the Youth of Albany Presbytery Task Force. Grants are avail-
able to children and youth of AP member churches to attend special regional or national events or to attend
summer camp (at a camp associated with any denomination with whom the PC(USA) is in correspondence.

STUDENTS IN SEMINARY FUND — This fund is administered by the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
Grants are given to Seminary students to help finance their education or meet other pressing needs

WASHINGTON COUNTY INITIATIVE FUND—This fund is available to the congregations of Washington
County, and was part of the settlement between Albany Presbytery and the Argyle Church when they left the
PC(USA).


http://www.synodne.org
http://www.pcusa.org

Sharing the Gifts

September 26-28, 2011 - Camp at the Eastward, Starks Maine

Come and join us for 3 days of information on Shared Ministry, collaborative parishes, multi-church
ministries and pastoral staff groups. Enjoy good food, fellowship and fun in beautiful rural Maine.
This event is FREE for all participants!

Keynote Speaker is Rev. Scott Planting
For more information or to register please contact Ann Marie Simone @ (207) 779-7305
or pastorannmarie@gmail.com

The Jack and Lewis Rudin Lecture Series
Tuesday, September 6, 2011

OUT OF THE SHADOWS OF 9/11: MILLENIALS, MORAL

VISION AND THE GLOBAL GROUNDSWELL - TUESDAY,

SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 FROM 7-9PM IN NYC. HOSTED BY AUBURN SEMI-

NARY. OR YOU CAN JOIN US ONLINE: THE EVENT WILL BE STREAMED

LIVE AT www.auburnseminary.org/groundswell

IN OBSERVATION OF THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11, THIS LEC-

TURE WILL GIVE VOICE TO A RISING MOVEMENT - A MOVEMENT TO MAKE THE U.S. A SAFE AND SECURE
PLACE FOR PEOPLE OF ALL CULTURES, CREEDS, AND FAITHS. TO RSVP, PLEASE EMAIL
groundswell@auburnseminary.org. PLEASE JOIN US!

Seeking Justice, a Training Event

On Saturday, October 15" from 10am-4pm in Albany, the New York State Council of
Churches Public Policy Commission will be holding its Annual Fall event with the theme - Break-
ing the Bonds of Injustice - How Congregations Advocate Effectively. This learning event, which
is a one day format, will be jam packed and will include scripture study, how-to sessions, and a
simulation game. This year we will build upon Isaiah 58, written to people of Israel when they
most needed passionate advocacy, courage to generate energy, assurance and guidance to be

daring in addressing the realities of life.
This is a great opportunity to learn how to be more effective advocates for justice.
For more information, please contact
Mary Lu Bowen, the Executive Director, at (518) 436-9319 or nyscoc@aol.com
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CAPITAL REGION THEOLOGICAL CENTER

UCRTC

Capital Region Theological Center

News of

Events

Upcoming

Save the Date! Monday, October 3, 2011, CRTC’s Fall Event

at Glen Sanders Mansion in Scotia! w/ Keynote Speaker Barbara
Wheeler, Director of the Center for the Study of Theological Education
(CSTE) and Former President, Auburn Seminary, Author and Award-
winning Educator. $50; Many levels of sponsorship! Reg. deadline:
September 23, 2011. A great time- Don 't miss it!

“Spirit, Grace & Power: Acts of the Apostles”, w/ Rev. Dr. Richard
Carlson, Siena College, Thurs. & Fri., Oct. 20 & 21, 9am-3pm, This
popular professor is back to help us rediscover the grace and power of
the Spirit at work in the early church as well as our own!  $155 by Sept
22; $175 thereafter. Reg. deadline: October 5, 2011.

“Opening the Doors: Welcoming the Differently-Abled”, w/ Rev. Cath-
erine Patterson, NYS OPWDD, Thurs., Oct.27, 9am-3pm, Designed to
help faith leaders reach out to individuals and families of individuals
with developmental disabilities who wish to belong to a faith commu-
nity. $75 by Sept 29 ; $85 thereafter. Reg. deadline: October 13, 2011.

Boundary Awareness, w/ Rev. Dr. Davis Olsen , Thurs., Nov. 3, 9am-
3pm, Explore fundamental role relationship tensions and why bounda-

(Albany Presbytery will cover the course fee for all who are required to
take this course. Identify yourself as an Albany Presbytery member
when you register!) Reg. deadline: October 18, 2011.

God in the Details: A Faith & Science Dialogue, w/ Rev. Dr. Wesley
Wildman, Sat., Nov. 5, 9am-3pm, The more we learn from science, the
more we begin to grasp the fullness of God’s glory! Explore cosmology
& creation, and evolution and human nature. $75 by Oct 7; $85 thereaf-
ter. Reg. deadline: October 20, 2011.

Go Ye: The Nuts & Bolts of Planning a Mission Trip- A Resource
Sharing Event, wa Panel of Area Presenters, Sat., Nov. 19, 9am-
12:30pm, Ever wondered how to put together a mission trip- and do it
well? Hear about planning, fundraising, finding volunteers, & more!
$45 by Oct 21; $40 thereafter. Reg. deadline: Nov. 3, 2011.

Register online at www.capitalrtc.org or by phone at 518-462-2470.
Watch our website for information on these and many other courses
available in 2011. Scholarships and group discounts available for most
classes, please contact us for an application.

ries do or do not hold. For all congregational leaders and those who
minister to children, teens, adults, or any specialized ministry. $90.

It’s a New Day: S ening Our Welcome

All members of Albany Presbytery interested in making the church a more welcoming community for our sisters and brothers who are lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) are invited to a special series of events over the weekend of October 22.

Michael Adee, Executive Director and Field Organizer of More Light Presbyterians, will be visiting our area as a guest of the local advocacy group,
Presbyterian Rainbow. On SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, Dr. Adeel will lead an all-day workshop (9:00 am-3:30 pm) at the First Presbyterian
Church of Albany. Participants will have a chance to share welcoming strategies and discuss related topics such as marriage equality, bullying and
homosexuality and scripture. On SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, Dr. Adee will preach during morning worship at First United Presbyterian Church in
Troy (10:00 am), conduct an adult education class (also at Troy First United), and participate in a conversation about campus ministry at Russell
Sage College (4:00 pm). On MONDAY, OCTOBER 24, Dr. Adee will meet with interested pastors at the Presbytery Office (10:00 am) to discuss
such topics as hospitality, evangelism and pastoral care especially in relation to LGBT persons.

More information is available at the Presbyterian Rainbow website: http://www.presrainbow.org/, including a registration form for the Saturday work-
shop. Registration is strongly encouraged to
Adee’ s expertise. What is your church doing
Presbytery to strengthen our welcome?

If you would like to subscrihe to the
E-news and/or the Prayer List, please send your email address to: info@alhanypreshytery.org
or give it to your pastor to relay to the Albany Preshytery office.
If you would like to unsubscribe, then please do the same.

We welcome articles on matters affecting the w
them as we appreciate diffe

dhagwell@s framDrs u r e
n ortswithin Albanw i t n e
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