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 Mark Your Doorways!  20+C+B+M+12 
by Cass L. Shaw, General Presbyter 

 The Christmas celebrations have come and gone.  We’ve sung our favorite hymns, lit our candles, wel-

comed the Christ child and feasted with family and friends. 

 Now the story expands, deepens, and wounds us.  Now we must deal with the bitter realities that follow 

so closely behind the arrival of the baby in the manger.  Now the wise men meet with Herod, bring their gifts, 

and then, warned in a dream, go home by another way...and Bethlehem is plunged into grief.  With the astonish-

ing good news that is Christmas always comes the strong resistance to that good news. I found the following 

description of Epiphany on the website of the Christian Resource Institute: 

 Around January 6, in some places in Europe the symbol above may be seen written in chalk above the 

doorway of Christian homes.  The letters are the traditional names of the three wise men:  Caspar, Balthasar, and 

Melchior.  These letters also abbreviate the Latin phrase Christus mansionem benedicat, "May Christ bless the 

house." The beginning and ending numbers are the year, 2012 in the example above. The crosses represent 

Christ.  

 Marking the lintels of doorways is an old European practice that originally had overtones of magic 

(protection of the house). However, the symbols are now used throughout the world and usually represent a tra-

ditional Epiphany prayer and blessing. 

A Blessing for the Marking of Doorways 
 

Leader: Peace be with this house and with all who live here. Response: And peace be with all who enter here. 

 

Leader: During these days of the Christmas season, we keep this Feast of Epiphany, celebrating the manifesta-

tion of Christ to the Magi, and thereby to the whole world. Today, Christ is manifest to us! Today this home is a 

holy place because of the presence of Christ here.  A reading from Matthew, chapter 2:1-12. 

 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord to you. 

Response: Thanks be to God! 

 

Leader: O God, Lord of all that exists, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a 

star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill each of us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others 

may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Response: Amen 

 

In this New Year I pray for Albany Presbytery that all the members and friends of all of our congregations will 

experience anew, and with deepening awareness, the light of Christ, a concern for others, and the abiding love of 

God.  May we pay attention to our dreams, and as we seek to transform our church and ourselves, may we, like 

the wise men, be ready to seek alternate routes as we find our way.  The changes we seek to make in ourselves 

and our congregations are far from easy or simple, and the leadership of the presbytery are all working hard to 

offer concrete ways for us to envision and enact real change.  But more than all the books we’ve read, the pro-

grams we’re advocating, or the training we’re offering, these changes depend on one thing – a deep and abiding 

trust that God is with us and is leading us into the future.  So mark your doorways, and your hearts.  We’re on a 

journey together!  We aren’t sure of the path forward, but we KNOW that God is with us. 



The Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) would like to make you aware of several opportunities for people in 

your congregations who are exploring their call to ministry: 

 The Fund for Theological Education offers grants for Pastoral Internships to young adults of college age and recent 

graduates.  These initiatives support the student’s exploration and discernment of a call to pastoral ministry prior to semi-

nary.  A hands-on experience in ministry early on might help the student discern a call and better understand if seminary is 

in fact the next step.  Led and supervised by professional ministry staff from the local congregation, these projects also draw 

on the gifts and leadership of a congregation and its members.  More information can be found at:  http://

www.fteleaders.org/pages/grants-internships/ 

 In addition, the Eli Lilly Endowment offers a Transition into Ministry Grant to congregations who are willing and 

able to be an educational site for a Pastoral Residency Program.  This program is multidimensional and offers seminarian 

graduates with an interest in congregational ministry an opportunity to explore their call within the setting of healthy dy-

namic congregations.  More information can be found at:  http://www.lillyendowment.org/religion_tim.html 

And finally, for those already well on the path of their ministry and vocational call, the Louisville Institute offers grants to 

pastors looking to research issues related to Christian life, faith and ministry.  Louisville Institute also offers dissertation 

grants to scholars in their final year of a Ph.D or Th.D.   More information can be found at:  http://www.louisville-

institute.org/Grants/programs.aspx.                                                                                  By Ali Trowbridge, member of CPM 

Available Grants and Internships  
for prospective and current students of Ministry 

 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S SISTERS STAND AND WALK TOGETHER 

APRIL 21, 2012  at the STONY POINT CONFERENCE CENTER 
                                                                                                                       An excerpt from the Synod’s Min-enews 

Presbyterian Women's in the Synod of the Northeast's Sisters Stand and Walk Together is beginning en-

rollment for its third class on Saturday, April 21, 2012, from 9:30am to 3:00pm.  Sisters Stand and Walk 

Together is a 3 year program designed to acclimate and motivate new immigrant women from congrega-

tions within the Synod to Presbyterian Women.  Thus far, participants and organizers have come from 

four continents and six countries-Brazil, Ghana, Korea, Nigeria, Taiwan and the US. There is no cost to 

the participant.    
The purpose of the program is to prepare these women for leadership roles not only within Presbyterian Women but 

throughout all levels of the Presbyterian Church USA. Sisters Stand and Walk Together seeks to prepare the women 

through leadership development training including forums and workshops where cultural differences are explored and lead-

ership shared. The program has also shown the leadership of Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Northeast, new ways 

of how to be an 'inclusive, caring community' and how to tap into an underdeveloped resource for Presbyterian Women. 
 The group meets at Stony Point Conference Center three times a year. Participants are encouraged to attend PW events in Albany and 

Louisville. The training sessions over the years have included: 

 Exposure to the Presbyterian Women's manual (purpose, principles, and structure) 

 History of the Racial Ethnic Dialogue in Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Northeast 

 How to develop and lead a Bible study using the Horizons Bible study as a resource (including how to conduct an 'ice breaker') 

 Conversations about cultural barrier issues and women's role in the church 

 How to plan a worship service 

 Introduction to many resources (Book of Order, Book of Common Worship, Hymnals, periodicals, websites, etc) 

 Creation and participation in worship services for the training sessions 

Homework was given to participate and/or lead in a worship service, small group session or Sunday School class in our home church. The 

next class begins Sat., Apr. 21, 2012, from 9:30- 3:00 pm. For further information, contact:  Charlotte Hasselbarth, Moderator of Presby-

terian Women in the Synod of the Northeast by email at or phone at 518-356-0637 or Denise Kennedy, SSWT Planning Team Member, 

by email.         Click here to download the Sisters Stand and Walk Together flyer and registration form  
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by Cass Shaw, General Presbyter 

 

A growing number of faith groups are joining the effort to ban hydrofracking in New York State.   Ear-

lier this fall a bus load of people from the five central New York Presbyteries (Albany, Cayuga-Syracuse, 

Northern NY, Susquehanna Valley, and Utica) joined other groups in Albany to lobby for a comprehen-

sive ban.  I have grave concerns as well, and have signed a letter which will be sent in early January to 

Governor Cuomo and Commissioner Martens of the Department of Environmental Conservation to that 

effect.  Here are some excerpts: 

 

The signatories to this letter are writing on behalf of our hundreds of thousands of members urging you 

to protect New York’s air, water and communities from the dangers of drilling for gas using high volume 

hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking”.   

 

As the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) stated in its June 30, 2011 press release this 

revised draft will impact nearly 85% of the areas overlying the Marcellus Shale, as well as all of the 

area overlaying the Utica Shale.  These New Yorkers whose daily lives will be impacted by increased in-

dustrial activity, increased truck traffic, and spills or accidents are concerned about the state’s assess-

ments and proposed plans.   

 

The state needs to conduct a health impacts assessment to identify fracking’s potential public health ef-

fects.  Hundreds of doctors and medical professionals reached out to your offices in October 2011 with a 

letter highlighting the lack of public health data included in the state’s draft proposals and calling for 

such an assessment 

 

New Yorkers are concerned about the potential costs of fracking, including costs to already overbur-

dened local governments. Yet the socioeconomic impact analysis provided to the DEC omits critical in-

formation about fracking's fiscal impact on communities in terms of infrastructure, schools, and other 

costs while focusing heavily on fracking’s potential benefits 

 

Our organizations are also concerned that the impacts of allowing 1,500-2,500 shale gas wells to be per-

mitted each year could be tremendous.  The state must conduct a full cumulative impacts assessment that 

includes not only community and environmental impacts of constructing a well pad or drilling a well, but 

also assesses the impacts of transmission pipelines and infrastructure that would crisscross the state to 

bring gas to market.  Until a true cumulative impacts assessment is conducted, no permits should be is-

sued for fracking in New York. 

 

The Department of Environmental Conservation has extended the comment period on the state’s pro-

posed plans to January 11, 2012.  If you want your voice to be heard, whether you are for or against the 

state’s plans, you still have time! 

  Do You Support  

  a Ban  

  on Fracking? 



CAPITAL REGION THEOLOGICAL CENTER NEWS  

  

Get your New Year off to a good start:  Exercise your mind! 

 

The Church & Its Money w/ Rev. Dr. Norman Tellier, St. 

George’s Episcopal Church, March 3, 9am-3pm, For everyone 

who handles money in the church; $75 by Feb 3; $85 thereaf-

ter; Reg. deadline: February 15, 2012. 

Befriending Our Inner Teacher: Biblical Foundations & 

Practices of Discernment, w/ Rev. Marjorie Thompson, First 

Reformed Church of Scotia, March 8 & 9, 9am- 4pm, The dis-

tinguished author of Soul Feast helps us seek a deeper under-

standing of ourselves, others and Christ.  One day: $85 by Feb. 

8; $95 thereafter; Both days: $165; Reg. deadline: February 21, 

2012. 

Come Into the House of the Lord: The Worship Conference, 

w/ Rev. Ron Rienstra & Panel of Local Presenters; Brunswick 

Presbyterian Church, March 22-23, 9am-4pm; Find new en-

thusiasm and inspiration for the work of creating engaging 

worship, using music, senses, technology and more.  One day: 

$85 by Feb 1; $95 thereafter; Both days: $165.  Reg. deadline: 

March 6, 2012. 

In the Potter’s Hand: Spiritual Formation, w/ Sister Kitty 

Hanley; Begins April 11; A Lay Theological Education Pro-

gram 20-hour course.  $275; $250 to Audit.  Reg. deadline: 

March 26, 2012. 

 

Dr. Randall Zachman/ Fr. Dennis Tamburello Dialogue, 
Siena College, April 20, 6:30-8:30 pm, $25 by Mar. 23, $35 

thereafter.  

Works of Love: The Challenge of Being a Disciple, w/ Dr. 

Randall Zachman, Siena College, April 21,9am- 4pm; Explore 

the call to discipleship through the theology of Soren Kierke-

gaard—Dr. Zachman makes it understandable for everyone!  

$85 by Mar. 23; $95 thereafter; Combined with Friday Dia-

logue: Both events $105.  Reg. deadline: April 5, 2012. 

Unprotected Texts: Misconceptions About Sexuality & the 

Bible, w/ Dr. Jennifer Knust, May 10 & 11, 9am- 4pm; This 

author and B.U. professor provides a compassionate and liber-

ating model for navigating what the Bible does or does not say 

about human sexuality.  One day: $85 by Feb. 1; $95 thereaf-

ter; Both days: $165.  Reg. deadline: April 24, 2012.  

SHANE CLAIBORNE:  A Call to the Simple Way of Radical 

Christianity, June 22 & 23.  See website for details.  Consider 

how you can join ranks with Shane to equalize the carbon foot-

print he will leave during his visit!  Groups forming now!  Spe-

cial student rate: Students under 25 only $10 for both days! 

 

Register online at www.capitalrtc.org or by phone at 518-462-

2470. Watch our website for information on these and many 

other courses available in 2012.  Scholarships and group dis-

counts available for most classes; please contact us for an ap-

Dear Albany Presbytery Disaster Response Task Force: 
 
Do you know any churches that have a van that could be borrowed? 
 
We have an unusual request for a good cause -- van transportation in June 2012. 
 
Rev. Joel Vander Wal has reached out to our Albany Presbytery Disaster Response Task 
Force because he and others from his church want to help in Prattsville.  (He said he is a 
personal friend of Greg and Becky Town.)  They are from Northminster Presbyterian Church in Peoria, Illinois 
and he hopes to bring a team of 20 or so youth and adults for June 17-22.  They plan to stay at Huntersfield 
Christian Training Center.  They will need access to one or more vans to transport their group members to and 
from the airport as well as all week to go back and forth from Huntersfield to the work site(s).  They will be paying 
for their own flights to get here, as well as for their room and board during the week.  They are looking for support 
to help them carry out their mission trip and would appreciate being able to use vans. 
 
I wonder how we can help him find the use of two or three vans for the week.   Does anyone have any ideas?   
   
Thank you. Peace, Leslie Foltz-Morrison, member of the Disaster Response Task Force of Albany Presbytery 

REQUEST FOR A VAN FOR DISASTER RELIEF 

http://www.capitalrtc.org/




 “To discover how the local church can learn to dis-
cern and participate in God’s Mission more faithfully 
and fruitfully” – supporting this work is the mission 
of the Center for Parish Development.  We are hum-
bled and inspired by what we are seeing and what 
together we are learning. 
  
Reframing the conversation: 
Almost always initial conversations are reframed.  
The questions are familiar: 
 
ɆȰ(Ï× ÃÁÎ ×Å ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȩȱ 7ÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ 
drive more participation? 
ɆȰ7ÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅ ÏÒ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÖÉÔÁÌÉÚÅ 
us?”  
ɆȰ(Ï× ÄÏ ×Å ÄÅÆÉÎÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȩ 
Reframing leads us from scarcity thinking to abun-
dance, from maintenance focus to vision led, from 
member driven to mission driven, from “it’s about 
us and our needs” to IT’S ABOUT GOD AND GOD’S 
MISSION.   
 
Seasons of discovering and discerning 
It has been helpful to think about supporting 
churches on a transformational journey as moving 
through seasons of discovering and discerning.  
These are more than occasional agendas.  This work 
is about learning foundational practices for the life 
of the church that can and need to be carried for-
ward as a part of its way of life. 
 
Discovering: Being the church always takes place in 
a specific context.  Responding to God’s call is 
rooted and grounded in a place.  We want to dis-
cover or rediscover “why the world needs the 
church?  
 
Even more importantly, we want to discover why 
our community needs our church?  What is God do-
ing here, and how might we be more faithfully and 
fruitfully a part of it?  Engaging in a season of dis-
covering cultivates the church as a learning commu-
nity that through prayer, dialogue and shared wis-

dom begins to embrace a wider and even common 
view of its current reality – the world in which it is 
called to be God’s people. 
 
Discerning: Asking and answering anew, “What is 
God calling us to be and do as church?” is often how 
we hear Christian communities framing their efforts 
to become a discerning community.  What does God 
love? What is the God of Scripture committed to? 
What are God’s priorities?  Discerning together 
those matters that touch God’s heart is formative for 
the church.  It has the power to change hearts and 
minds as a church community, personally and cor-
porately, and seeks to align all that it is and does 
with God’s call, with God’s mission in this time and 
in this place. 
 
RUN WITH IT! -- Living into a Faithful Future. 
One of the most exciting aspects of supporting 
church communities engaged in a transformational 
journey is seeing them passionate about a new vi-
sion of God’s calling and then running with that vi-
sion – living it out in concrete and practical ways.   
For each church the shape, size, timing and pace of 
this work is unique.  It is the Spirit’s work and in-
volves experiencing, experimenting, innovating and 
learning from it all.  The Center is expanding a 
smorgasbord of support for living into a faithful fu-
ture:  providing just in time resources at moments 
of readiness and need, with access to a wide net-
work of churches living their vision.   
 
With my colleagues We are excited about the new 
and responsive ways the Center, a learning commu-
nity among learning communities, is partnering 
with church communities. We look forward to shar-
ing more and invite you to join in the conversation 
with us. 
 
To learn more about the Center for Parish Develop-
ment offers, visit their website at:  
http://www.missionalchurch.org/ 
 

By Ray Schulte and Dale Ziemer,  
Managing Directors - Center for Parish Develop-
ment 

Supporting churches on a 
transformational journey  



 

If you would like to subscribe to the  
E-news and/or the Prayer List, please send your email address to: info@albanypresbytery.org 

or give it to your pastor to relay to the Albany Presbytery office.  
If you would like to unsubscribe, then please do the same. 

 
We welcome articles on matters affecting the whole presbytery from all who wish to submit them as we ap-
preciate different perspectives that may influence our life together. Please send your articles in a Microsoft 

Word document to info@albanypresbytery.org  

Calling all elders, pastors, presbytery staff, and volunteers!!  

SAVE THE DATES 

The Presbyterian Stewardship Conference will be held on March 12-14, 

2012 in Charlotte, NC.  The theme this year will be on òGratitude & 

Generosity ñLiving the Faithó.  Over 30 workshops, in the span of 3 

days, will be available to teach you how to make Stewardship ministries 

come alive in your congregations and presbyteries.  To register online, 

please visit: www.stewardshipkaleidoscope.org  

March 12-14, 

2012 

Come Join Us!!  

http://www.stewardshipkaleidoscope.org


EENERGYNERGY  EEFFICIENCYFFICIENCY   FORFOR  

CCONGREGATIONSONGREGATIONS   ANDAND   

HH OUSEHOLDSOUSEHOLDS  
From the NY Interfaith Power  & Light Newsletter  
 

There is an old Scottish saying, ñMy father 
gave me a rudder, but no sailò. 
  
As religious communities we are good at pre-
senting, ñthings are not as they should be!ò 
but less focused on equipping people to do 
the right thing.   We do indeed, give people 
rudders regarding stewardship and creation 
care. We proclaim ways in which our hyper-
consumption damages the fragile planet that 
is entrusted to us. We come up with catchy 
slogans and encourage passage of laws and 
regulations that are earth friendly. But, when 
it comes to ñthe sail,ò we are less pointed in 
our guidance and directions.  
  
So, what sails can we provide for our congre-
gations?  What can we do that will enable us 
to be more efficient in our energy use and re-
duce the frustration of trying to get folks to 
be ñbetterò?  Here are several options. 
  
Any congregation that is at all serious about 
Creation Care and environmental issues must 
lead by example. They can have their build-
ing/s evaluated for energy use and create a 
plan to be more efficient. The good news is 
that there is a free evaluation available to ac-
complish this. As an auditor, I can point to 
one congregation that saved $600 a month 
just by spending less than $100 to correct a 
defect in the balance of their seven heating 
systems.  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

through a program called Green Jobs, Green 
New York and others, congregations can pro-
mote individual and group sign -ups for free  
Comprehensive Home Energy Evaluations. 
There are three levels, of these programs 
based on household income.  The contact in-
formation for each of these programs is listed 
below. 
  
Congregations can enlist able members to do 
some basic work on the houses/apts. that ex-
perienced these evaluations. Funds could be 
raised to provide the necessary products such 
as caulk or window treatments.  
  
The fact is that the most efficient approach to 
energy savings is energy efficiency. It not 
only saves money but it improves comfort 
and safety. In the end, the goal of Creation 
Care is accomplished and folks can spread 
the word with conviction because they did it 
themselves. Another spin-off is the ability of 
seniors to age-in-place because their energy 
bills are lowered. 
  
Grace and Peace, 
Jerry K. Loch, Energy Auditor/Educator 
GKL22@cornell.edu  
315-788-8450 ext 267 

O r d e r  y o u r  p l a n n i n g  c a l e n d a r s  t o d a y !  
This latest calendar will be available in May. 

Calendar pages will begin June 2011 and end in December 2012 

Cost will be $8.50 from 10 - 49 -  We will be ordering in bulk  

so hurry and reserve yours soon! 

mailto:GKL22@cornell.edu

