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Welcome to Albany Presbytery E-News. The news of the presbytery will be emailed
periodically to ministers, churches, and clerks of session. It is our hope that this service
will help our members learn more about the work of the presbytery, the various
programs it has to offer, and some projects within our congregations. PLEASE take the
time to forward Albany Presbytery E-News to members of your congregationEit just
may pique someone® interest and enrich your congregation!!

This fifth edition includes:
o Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Capital Region Theological Center Presents Reshaping Congregational Culture
2006 Robert Lamar Lecturer
OSeriousMental lliness: Seeking a Comprehensive Christian ResponseO
Help for Flood Victims in Fulton and Montgomery Counties
Carlyle Adams Ecumenical Award
Books: Parenting: Loving our Children with God® Love By Richard Patterson, Jr.
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ctober is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

a time to increase awareness, action, and prevention of Domestic Violence

(DV) in our communities, families, and congregations. DV occurs in all

cultures and nations, knows no boundaries of race or class or economic

status. In the PCUSA, we proclaim that all people are created in God®
image, intended to be equal, mutual partners in life. Clearly any form of battering or
abuse breaks GodOsaws of love and honor for one another. And yet within our
congregations, we find that abuse can and does occur, sometimes in the most
harm. For resources and clear advice and theological reflection i
on the dynamics of Domestic Violence as well as how faith ;
communities can be helpful, | have found two particular ¥

unexpected of families.
organizations very helpful:

As Clergy and Congregations, we may be overwhelmed by such
events, unsure how to help, wanting to be careful not to do any

L

Presbyterians Against Domestic Violence Network: www.pcusa.org\phewa\padvn
And

The FaithTrust Institute (formerly the Center for the Prevention of Sexual and Domestic
Violence): www.faithtrustinstitute.org.

A specific resource for work with women who®e been abused is Marie Fortune®
Keeping the Faith: Questions and Answers for the Abused Christian Woman. This
book is available from the FaithTrust Institute, and is very useful in helping abused
women of Christian Faith come to terms with the abuse they are or have experienced.
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http://www.pcusa.org/phewa/padvn
http://www.faithtrustinstitute.org/

Also, available from FaithTrust is the pamphlet OWhatevery congregation needs to
know about domestic violence . . . .OThese come inexpensively in packets of 25, and |
believe every congregation should have a supply of them, available at all times.

Recently Albany Presbytery delegates to our partnership with Mam Presbytery have
been asked to share resources and bring training to the people of that region regarding
DV prevention resources and practices. This aspect of the relationship is being
explored and pursued by the Guatemala Partnership Group.

Domestic Violence is not just a OsociaissueQor a Ofamily issue.O i$ a spiritual issue,
an issue of brokenness within the faith community. To end Domestic Violence will
require continued societal and community changes in the ways in which women and
men relate and are perceived. As ChristOsambassadors in the world, the church needs
to be in the forefront of these changesNmay God bless our efforts toward the day when

all people can live in safety and peace. By Kathy Gorman Coombs, co-pastor at Trinity
Presbyterian Church, Scotia, NY RevKGC@aol.com
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Cost: $25.00/person which includes lunch and
handout s
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Cultureis a powerfuldynamc in every congregation-for both good and ill.
Yet it is often invisible. Understanding congregational culture and having
insight about how to reshape it is church leaders sngle most important
ministry ability for the long-term health of the congregation.

Co-sponsored by:
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Capital Region Theological Center
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First Presbyterian Church Albany
presents
2006 Robert Lamar Lecturer
Dr. Phyllis Trible
OBiblical Perspectives on
Domestic ViolenceO
Saturday, November4™
& Sunday, November 5™
362 State Street, Albany
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The First PresbyteriarChurch,Albany, hasinvited Dr. Phyllis Trible to deliver the 2006 Robert
Lamar Lecture as part of our ongoing effort to increasedomestic violence awarenessand
activism in our congregationandcommunity.

The lecture on Saturday is free to the public and all are welcome to join us for worship and adult
education on Sunday.

The church is located at the corner of State\&filtkt Streets. Parking is available in nearby
WashingtorParkor the churchparking lot on State Street. &lbuilding is handicap accessible
from the entrance on Willett Street. For mor e information: Please call the church office at
449-7332, or email us ainfo@firstpresalbany.org
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_ Seeking to Encourage Interest in Studying New PCUSA Document
CBerious Mental 1lIness: Seeking a Comprehensive Christian ResponseO

| becane aware of this study docemt when | was at Presbytery for aeting and
pickedup a copyto review. After reviewing the booklet, | am very interestedn looking into a
groupstudyin our churchandhavediscussedheidea with our Pastors. 1Om also looking for
otherindividualsor congregationsvho are interested in studying it as well.

Our church communities can and should help to provide the resources and comfort that
are needed by people, their families and friends who are dealing with serious mental illness. In
orderto establishithe structuresandprograns to do this we need to understand the nature of
mental illness and the resources that already exist to help. As a parent of a son who is dealing
with these issues, | fetHatthis studyis importantandmust be undertaken now. Please contact
me if you and/or your congregaitn would like to getinvolved.

Doug Butler, Elder at First Presbyteriahu€ch of Glens Falls andember of NAMI (NVational
Association for the Mentally I11]). doug@fpcaf.og
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Work teams and financial contributions are needed. The winter is nearly here and there

are many families without furnaces or anysour ce of heat. If you are ableto help

financially, pleasesenda checkmade out to Albany Presbytery to 601 Fifth Avenue,
Watervliet, NY 12189. For information abou Fulton-Montgomery Community Flood
Relief Action, please call 51853-8352 or 8356. If you wuld like further information,

please contact the Rev. Lois Dodge at 374-148ddgew@mac.com or the Rev. Earl

Johnson atEarlJ41935@aol.com762-8263. Thank you for helping our brothers and sisters

in need.
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_-_ year's recipient of the Carlyle Adams Ecumenical Award. The award

is named for the late Rev. Dr. Carlyle Adams who was for many

years the foremost promoter of the ecumenical movement in the Capital region. A

Presbyterian minister, Dr. Adams served as religion editor of the Albany Times Union

for 25 years and also wrote for The Evangelist, the weekly newspaper of the Roman

Catholic Diocese of Albany. Dr. Adams was on the Board of the Capital Area Council of

Churches for thirty years, including a term as its President from 1958-60. Following his

death in 1981, the Council voted to establish an award in his memory to be given to a

person "who has worked to bring the message of Christian unity to his/her congregation,

exemplifies the ecumenical, inclusive spirit of Dr. Adams, and has been involved in
some ecumenical project”.

Carlyle Adams Ecumenical Award

The Capital Area Council of Churches is pleased to announce this

This year's recipient is Frances Kamp, a member of First Presbyterian Church in
Albany. Fran currently serves as the Coordinator of the Ecumenical Witnesses at
Baptism Program sponsored by the Council of Churches, has been an active volunteer
in the FOCUS Food Pantry, and is also the President of the Albany unit of Church
Women United. Her dedication to all of these ecumenical endeavors makes her a
worthy recipient of this award. The award was presented as part of the Council's 65th
Anniversary Celebration Dinner which took place on Sept. 29 at the Schuyler Inn.
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NEW! Justin Timefor A Fall S.S. Class or Small Group Study!

"#$%E&'(&)*+.(&)+ -/$+01(,2$%&+
3(19)-2%6%-.%
By RichardPattersonJr.

A series of 9 studies for individuals or groups basedon carefullychoserBible passages.
TOPICSINCLUDE:
OAGodOgye View of our ChildrenO
OTrainingour Childrenin GodO¥VaysO
OA FirmFamily FoundaionO
GGodly Discipline in the HomeO
OCopingvith the OLosChildOO
OCreatin@ Legacyfor our ChildrenO
Cost: $5.60 (Retail: $7) plus s&h
Order Now from www.intervarsitypress.comAmazon.com or your local bookstore.

Linding Cher Children
with Geuls Love
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